
Earlyreviewsofthe280ZXweremixed．SomelamentedthetransfbrmationtheZ－Carhadmadeto

agrandtourer，Whileothersappreciatedtheimprovementsinrefjnement，COmfort，andovera”

marketappeal．Thesalesfiguressoonprovedthe世墜旦ロdesignersright，Withthe280ZX

becomlngaSalessuccess．

In1979Datsunhomol0gatedahigh－downforce”whaIe－tail”typespoilerfortheDatsun280ZXby

PrOducingl，001280ZX－Rcars；thisal10Wedfbruseofthisaerodynamicaid

inl！壁辿andS⊆〔追racing．題ThesecarsalsohaddistinctivebodydecalsandZX－Rl0gOS・These

CarSWereidenticaltotheothercarsofthisyearwiththeexceptionofthespolleranddecal

PaCkage．SuccessfullMSAracerDonDevendorfwasinvoIvedinthedeve10PmentOfthespoiIer・凹

FrT）m19800nWards．the280ZXwasavaiIablewithaT－barroof（Onboththetwo－Seaterand2＋2

bodystyles）．TheT－barroofpanelscouldberemovedandstoredinbagsintherearofthecar・

ln1980，alimitededition”10thanniversary”carwasreleased．AvailabLeineitherblackandgoldor

blackandredtwo－tOnePaint，thesecarscamewithleatherseating，andotherspecialtrim

features．AtotaIof3，0000fthesecarswerebuilt－－2，500inblackandgoLd，and500inredand

black．

Aturbocharqedmodel，uSingtheと2旦巨＝engineratedat180bhp（134kW，182PS）at5，600rpmand203ft．lbs

（275n・m）oftorqueat2．800rpm，WaSintroducedtotheUSexportmarketin1981・AtthesametimetheJapanese

domesticmarketreceivedE29E＝（2Lturbo）in both manualand automatictransmissions．Nissanlsconcems

aboutthereliabilityoftheirownfive－SPeedtransmissionwhencombinedwiththeadditionaltorqueofthe2・8L

turboenglne，meantthatnomanuaHransmisSionwasofFeredwiththeL28ETengrneforthe1981modelyear・

Otherexportmarkets（EuropeandAustralia）continuedtoreceiveonlythenormallyaspirated2・8Lenginewith

manualorautomatictransmission．ThisenginewasconsideredtoopowerfultoreceivetypeapprovalbyJapan■s

MinistryofTransporLation，Whowouldonlyallowturbochargerstobeinsta”edinsub2litre－enginedcars．andit

wasthereforeneversoldinitshomeland．凹

Theturbocharged280ZXusedaslngleGarrettAIResearchTBO3turbochargerwithanintemalwastegate．and

nointercooler．Nissan’sdeSignphilosophyatthetimeledtoboostbeinglimitedt06．8psi（0．47bar），despitethe

loweredcompressionoftheturboengine（7・4：1Withdished，CaStaluminumpistons）・Additionalchang甲OVerthe

natura”yasplratedenglneincludedahighervolumeollpump，anOilcooleronautomatlCmOdels．andNissan’s

ElectronicConcentratedControFSystem（ECCS）．

AtthetimeofitsreleaseintotheUSmarket，the280ZXturbowasthefastestJapaneseimporton

theAmericanmarket．Theturbocharged280ZXwithathree－SPeedautomaticdelivered0－60mph

（0－97km／h）timesof7．4seconds岨andaveryrespectablequartermiIetimeof16・6seconds，ata

topspeedof130mph（210km／h）．

Onecriticismoftheearly280ZXwasareductioninsprfngrateS，glVingasoRerrideandmaking

thecarratherdifFicuIttodrivehardthroughcornerswithouttransientoversteer，Whichwasa

featureoftrailing－armrearSuSPenSions．Thereleaseoftheturbochargedmode＝n1981sawthe

introductionofarevisedrearsuspension，WhichNissancontinuedtouseinthe1982and1983

turbos，aSWe”asthenon－turbofrommid－19820nWard．CarandDIjverhadanothercomplaintof

the280ZXturbo：ina1981comparisonofseveraIperFormancecars，theydecidedthatwhilethe


