
WRC Rally－SpecFairlady280Z

In1978，NissantransitionedfromtheFairladyS30seriestoaluxuryGTcar，introducingtheS130

series．DuringtheS30seriesera，NissancontinuedtocompeteinlnternationalRa”ywiththe240Zfrom

1970to1974．achievingaremarkable1－2finishintheSafariRa”yin1971andwinningtheSwedish

Rally．However，duetochangesinsalesstrategy，NissanoptedtoshiftitsfocusfromtheFairladyto

RallyingwiththeVioFet．

ThisdecisionsparkedrumorsthattheS130seriesZcarwouLdbewithdrawnfrommotorsports．

Contrarytothesespecurations，numerOuSraCeCarSfromtheS130seriesparticipatedinAmerican

］MSAracesandachievedsignificantvictories．Notably，PaulNewmanalsoracedinthismodeL

MasaakiKawahara，WhohadpreviouslycompetedindomesticRa＝esinJapanwiththeS30series，

quicklyadaptedtheS130intoaRallycarandexpressedhisintentiontopar・ticipateinlnternational

ra‖es．ln1978，KawaharahadcompetedinthelOOOLakesRallywithaToyotaCeIica2000GTand

decidedtoenterthenewS130seriesZfortheupcomingseason．Kawahara’SpolicyregardingRalIywas

toparticipatewithaesthetica”ypleasingcarsratherthanfocusingsolelyonwinning．Thisphilosophy

resultedinthedevelopmentofthe280ZRa”yspecification．andthevehiclewassubsequentlyprepared

forthelOOOLakesRally．

ThiscarwasmanufacturedbyAPEX，aSPeCialistshopforRa”ycarslocatedinGifuPrefecture．The

S310seriesvehicle，WhichhadbeenconvertedintoaluxuryGTcar，WaSquiteheavy；therefore，all

unnecessarycomponentsandcoatingswereremoved．resulthginatotalweightof－85kg．

Thesuspensionwasfu”yreinforced，andasix－POintro”cagewasinsta‖edtoenhancebodyrigidity．

ensuringthatitfarexceedstherigidjtyofthe240Z．

Theshockswereequippedwithlow－PreSSure，height－adjustablegasshocksmanufacturedbyTOKIKO．

Thespringratewasincreasedby30％overthestandard，andtherearbasewasreinforced．Theengine

compressionratiowassettolO．8，andtheElectronicGaslrdection（EGI）systemwasremovedfromthe

carburetor．whichwasrepIacedwitha44Solex．AdditionalmodificationsincludedportpoIishing，a

customcamshaft，anOilcooler，andanoilpump．A”otheroptionalpartswereinsta”ed．

TheseatsaretheMexicoGT．aseatbeltsrareKuPPAN，theradioisanlcom，andthetripcomputerisa

HaIda．Theunderguardiscustom一madefromduralumin，andtherearisalsoprotectedfromthe

difFerentiaItothegastankFourCIBJEOscarPluslightsaremountedonthefrontbumper，andthe

headlightshavebeenupgradedtoZ－beamH4．

This280ZRal1ylSOneOfaveryfewgenuineWRCRallycarbuiltinaperiodandveryrareopportunltytO丘ndone・

Competed8tlmesWRARallyChamplOnShipbyMr，ZofRallydriverMasaakiKawahara・


